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Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1. AifieTnooloT^o ntrolling a para metergfaneastone signal, 



including the steps of: 

receiving a desired command signal from at least one control 

input; 

determining a potential condition for receiving an undesjred 
command signal from at least one other control input; 

activating a desired command as a function ofjke desired 

command signal; and 

controlling a parameter of a signal frorja^he at least one other 

control input in response to the potential conditio^ 

2. A method, as set ^rth in claim 1 , wherein receiving a 
desired command signal includes th/step of receiving a desired command signal 
from at least one axis of a joystic 



3 . ^method, as set forth in claim 1 , wherein receiving a 
desired command signal includes the step of receiving a desired command signal 
from at least oneiiever. 



4. A method, as set forth in claim 1 , wherein receiving a 
desired command signal includes the step of receiving a desired command signal 
from an automated program. 
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5. A method, as set forth in claim 1 , wherein receiving a 
desired command signal includes the step of receiving a desired c/mmand signal 
from a proportional output device. 

6. A method, as set forth in claim 1 , whe/ein controlling a 
parameter of a signal includes the step of increasing an am/unt of deadband of 
the at least one other control input. 

7. A method, as set forth in claim/l , wherein controlling a 
parameter of a signal includes the step of controllin/a gain parameter of the at 
least one other control input. 

8 . An apparatus for controj/ing a parameter of at least one 

signal, comprising: 

a plurality of control inputs;yand 
a controller for: 

receiving a desire/ command signal from at least one 

control input; 

determining a potential condition for receiving an 
undesired command signal fifom at least one other control input; 

activating a/esired command as a function of the desired 

command signal; and 

controlli/g a parameter of a signal from the at least one 
other control input in response to the potential condition. 



9. An apparatus, as set forth in claim 8, wherein the plurality 
of control inputs includes /a joystick. 



10. An apparatus, as set forth in clainA, wherein the joystick 
includes a plurality of axes, each axis providing an as/ciated control input. 

11. An apparatus, as set forth i/claim 8, wherein the plurality 
of control inputs includes at least one lever. 

12. An apparatus, as set foU in claim 8, wherein the plurality 
of control inputs includes at leas/one aut^rnated program for initiating a 
command signal. 

13. An app'aratus/as set forth in claim 8, wherein the plurality 
of control inputs includes at Ipast one proportional output device. 

14. An apparatus, as set forth in claim 8, wherein the plurality 
of control inputs includes at^st one of a joystick, a lever and an automated 
program. 



15. 



apparatus, as 



set forth in claim 8, wherein the controller 



includes: 



an i/put/output control interface; and 

at last one of a deadband control function and a gain control 



function. 



